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Other useful concepts in your work on interagency teams

· Special Education
· 504 Plan

· Due Process

· Communication Skills

· Facilitation Skills

Special Education

· Specially designed public instruction, at no cost to the parents, to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability. (504 & IDEA)

· A child’s disability must adversely affect his/her educational performance.
(IDEA only)
Section 504

· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

· A special education law which was passed prior to IDEA and is still part of a specialized education for students who have a disability.

· An IEP is a type of 504 plan.

· Compliance with IDEA is compliance with Section 504.

· Most IDEA service providers cannot provide 504-only services.  This is a funding issue.

Due Process

· ‘Due Process’ means an orderly way of determining something.  It always involves notice and the right to respond. 

· In the U.S. there is a constitutional right to due process when a property right is to be removed by a government entity.

· Education is a property right.

· In Minnesota the due process by which educational property is removed is through the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act (suspension & expulsion), IDEA 2004 and Section 504.

Communication Skills

· Techniques for expressing and receiving ideas.

· Communication – good or bad – has an impact on the quality of the relationship and the communicators’ ability to work together.
Facilitation Skills

· Facilitation: to make easier; to help bring about 
(Merriam Webster)

· Whoever runs the IP meeting is facilitating the meeting. 

· The facilitator is responsible for the process and the product – the development of a good interagency plan (IP).
